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Gallery Explorations
Music around the 

World

Invent your own instrument! What would it look like?  
Draw it in the space below. Describe what it sounds like.
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Prepare for an exploration! Music is an 
important part of almost every culture. 

Styles of music vary around the world 
as do the times, places, and reasons 
people make music. Start in the Ancient 
Mediterranean Gallery, and make your way 
through all the permanent galleries. See if 
you can find the musical artifacts in each 
gallery and answer the questions in the 
booklet. 

Cover artifacts (top to bottom):
Engraving: The Horn Maker (1925.10.0001N)
Pacific Triton Shell Horn (2000.01.0126)
Kundu Drum (2004.17.0233)
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African Cultures Gallery
Finally, step into the African Gallery and look for a display case 
on the back wall. 

Find the djegele (wooden xylophone) 
you see below.

Did You Know? 
In Bamana society, men hold 

farming competitions devoted to the 
development of manhood and social responsibility. 

During these competitions they play music and 
women sing songs that praise the men’s efforts 

and shame competitors  
to work harder.

How many notes can this instrument 
play? (Hint: Count the pieces of wood 
laid across the top.)

Think About It:
These farming 
competitions originated in 
honor of a mythical being 
called a Ci-wara (“chee-
wa-rah”). Read the diplay 
text to learn more about 
the story. 

Find the Ci-wara in the 
case. Draw one in this box. 
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Ancient Mediterranean Gallery
In the gallery on your right from the Central Core there is a big 
display case on the left wall. 

Draw your own battle horn in the space above.

Think About It:
If you uncurled this 
horn, how tall would 
it be?

Can you find 
this battle 
horn? 

Did You Know?
The Roman cornu 

was sounded 
to encourage 

soldiers to victory 
in battle.
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European Cultures Gallery

Did You Know? 
In Europe during the 
1700s, music was a 

form of entertainment 
and a mark of 

sophistication in middle 
and upper class society. 

This Italian porcelain 
sculpture shows a 

group of family and 
friends performing 
chamber music. 

Next, enter the European Gallery. Walk to your right, to the 
display case past the suit of armor. 

Can you find the artifact in 
this detail?

How many 
instruments are  in 
this figurine?  

Think About It:
What kind of music 
do you think they are 
playing?

What kind of music 
would you choose to play 
if you got together with 
your friends?

What instrument would 
you play?
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Asian Cultures GalleryAmerican Cultures Gallery
Now move to the American Indian Cultures Gallery. Find the 
display case farthest to the right on the back wall. 

Next, go to the second floor and explore the Asian Gallery. Find 
the display case to the left of the entrance that holds a large 
headdress. 

Did You 
Know?

This gong has a special 
purpose. It is played to lure 

enemy souls away from their 
bodies.

The musical instruments in this 
case were used in ceremonies and 
festivals. The music they make is 

thought to invite the souls of 
ancestors and spirits from 

other realms.

What 
country is this 
instrument from?

Can you guess 
why the holes 
are there?

Did You Know?
The instruments 

in this case are for ritual 
performances and are played to 

create a connection with the  
spirit world. 

For example, the flute music 
might become the voices of 

ancestors for listeners. 

Match the shapes and patterns to the 
ones you see on the flute. Draw a line 
from each shape below to the place you 
see it on the flute.

Think About It:
How do you you think 
the musician plays this 
instrument?

This is a detail of a very big artifact.  
Can you find it? Think 

About It:
Look carefully at the 
artifact. Where do you 

think the musicians 
hit it to make sound? 
How can you tell?

If you could hear 
the gong being 
played, what would 
its sound remind 

you of? How 
would you dance 
to it?
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