
Soapbox Speech Workshop 
 
Goal: Each student will write and deliver his own soapbox speech to an audience of the 
other students in the workshop (possibly on the sidewalk in front of 826). 
 
Day 1 
Goals: • Define a soapbox 
 • Determine qualities of a good and bad speech 
 • Write a rough draft of a soapbox speech 
 
Intro: Project an overhead image of someone giving a soapbox speech. Discuss as a 
group. (10 min) 
 1. What is happening in the image? What actions are taking place? 
 2. What's the mood of people in the image? How do you know? 
 3. Why do you think the man is standing on a ladder? 
 
Evaluating Speeches: Play a few excerpts of both good and bad speeches on the internet 
(without telling students which is which). Have students write down at least 3 
characteristics of a good speech and 3 of a bad speech. Discuss and make a list on the 
board after the clips. (30 min) 
 
Examples of bad speeches: 
 Phil Davidson for Stark County Treasurer in Ohio 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UhV5RgcNJjE 
 Boy Gives Terrible Speech - The assignment for speech class was to give a bad 
speech. This young man does his best to meet the requirements. 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bTKuyk5A7wQ 
 
Examples of good speeches: 
 Mikva Challenge Project Soapbox finalists 
http://www.mikvachallenge.org/site/epage/109662_719.htm 
 Erica Williams - young speaker representing Campus Progress at 2009 State of 
the Black Union Conference (start 1 min in) http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ojO-
4zvULaM 
 
Finding a Topic: Distribute "Finding a Topic" handout. Give students 10 min to 
brainstorm topic ideas and think about the questions on the sheet. Share ideas (make a 
list?).  
 
Rough Draft: Students have the rest of the time to start writing a rough draft of their 
speech. (40 min) Spend 10 min at the end to share pieces of what students wrote.  
 
Collect rough drafts for next time.  
 
Day 2 
Goals: • Identify and explain problem and call to action in speech  



 • Add an attention grabber and a closer to speech 
 • Apply one or more rhetorical devices to speech 
 • Practice delivering speeches with peers 
 
Intro: Explain that we're going to look at ways to spice up a speech using attention 
grabbers, closers, and tricks of the trade called rhetorical devices. (15 min) 
 
Watch one good speech clip, asking students beforehand to write down answers to these 
questions: 
 1. What catches your attention at the beginning of the speech? 
 2. How does the speech end? 
 3. How do you, as the audience feel after the speech ends? 
 
Martin Luther King Jr.'s "I've Been to the Mountaintop" 
(http://www.americanrhetoric.com/speeches/mlkivebeentothemountaintop.htm) 
 
Kinds of Rhetorical Devices: (5 min) 
Distribute Rhetorical Devices handout and discuss metaphor/simile, imagery, alliteration, 
repetition, and hyperbole.  
 
Attention Grabbers and Closers: (5 min) 
Distribute Attention Grabbers/Closers handout and briefly discuss.  
 
Watch another few examples of good speech clips. Have students write down some 
examples of attention grabbers, good closers, and rhetorical devices from the speeches. 
Discuss. (30 min) 
 
Barack Obama's "Yes We Can" speech, New Hampshire (1:20 - 4:00, issues, 8:00 - call 
to action to end; http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Fe751kMBwms); repetition, 
imagery, appeal to values and patriotism 
 
Ronald Reagan's "Evil Empire" speech (1:00 - 6:15,  
http://www.americanrhetoric.com/speeches/ronaldreaganevilempire.htm) anecdotes, 
humor, quotes, appeal to values, storytelling, imagery 
 
Distribute Rhetorical Devices worksheet. Give students 10 minutes to fill it out for their 
own speech.  
 
Draft 2: Students have the rest of the time to edit, revise, research, and add rhetorical 
devices to their speeches. (40 min) 
 
Delivery: Spend 15 min at end of workshop with students in partners, beginning to 
practice delivering their speeches.  
 
Day 3 
Goals: • Students will understand the components of delivering a great speech 



 • Students will deliver speeches to an audience of their peers in the workshop 
(outside on the sidewalk if the weather is nice?) 
 
 
Intro: Group discussion - What is good speech delivery? 
Create list on board. (dramatic pauses, raised volume, dramatic body language, arm 
gestures, facial expressions, etc) 
 
Activity - Recite ABCs using these techniques. (I or 826 volunteer demonstrates, several 
student volunteers try it out) (15 min) 
 
Examples: Watch a couple clips of well-delivered speeches; discuss what was good. (15 
min) 
 
Distribute Presentation Tips handout. 
 
Practice: Students get into groups of 2 or 3, take turns practicing delivery of their speech. 
Listeners in group should provide constructive feedback. Encourage taking notes on page 
if helps them remember how to say it. (45-50 min) 
 
Delivery: Students perform their speeches for the group (each speech ends in wild 
applause)! (826 video tape them?) 
 


